Synthetic procedures
Synthesis of 1,3-bis(chlorodimethylsilyl)propane: Scheme S1.
A mixture of chlorodimethylsilane and five droplets of Karstedt's catalyst (1% Pt in toluene) was added to allylchlorodimethylsilane (3.9 mL, 25.8 mmol). After the light brown mixture was refluxed for 2 h, all volatile compounds were removed in vacuo. The brownish residue was condensed (20 °C, 3•10 −3 mbar) and 1,3-bis(chlorodimethylsilyl)propane was obtained as a colorless liquid. Yield: 5.22 g (88%). Synthesis of 1,6-bis(chlorodimethylsilyl)hexane:
Chlorodimethylsilane (7.0 mL, 63.0 mmol) and a few droplets of Speier's catalyst (0.1% in THF) were added to 1,5-hexadiene (3.0 mL, 25.3 mmol) at ambient temperature. After the light brown mixture was refluxed for 1 h and stirred at ambient temperature overnight, all volatile compounds were removed in vacuo. The brownish residue was condensed (20 °C, 3•10 −3 mbar) and 1,6-bis(chlorodimethylsilyl)hexane was obtained as a colorless liquid. Yield: 4.84 g (70%). 
Fig. S5
Molecular structures of 9 (left) and 10 (right) in the crystalline state. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. Selected bond lengths and angles are listed in Table S1 . 
